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Message from Dr. Tom Brennan, 
Director of Athletics
Greetings from 20th Street and Olney Avenue,
It has been a while since our last newsletter was published 
and much has happened during the current academic year. I 
think the best way to describe the 2004-2005 academic year 
is to say that it has been a very satisfying one. First and fore­
most, our student athletes have continued to excel in the classroom and to 
represent the university in a dignified manner. A genuine concern for academ­
ic achievement is a distinctive characteristic of the La Salle program. I am 
happy to report that La Salle student athletes continue to perform at a level 
consistent with the overall undergraduate student body. Their graduation rate 
(82 %  for the most recent 10 year period) actually exceeds the university rate. 
Our student athletes and coaches also continue to distinguish themselves in 
the area of community service and youth outreach. For a fourth consecutive 
year, La Salle has received national recognition for these types of efforts. We 
take special pride in this fact; that is the Lasallian way.
The program has also shown real improvement in the athletic arena. The Fall 
season was particularly strong. Coach Torpey and his men and women were 
Atlantic 10 Cross Country Champions with Charles receiving coach of the year 
honors. Men's and Women's soccer qualified for A-10 Conference postseason 
play. This was the first time that both teams have qualified in the same year 
since joining the A-10. Kevin Coleman was selected as a soccer All American. 
Coach Patty Farrell became the winningest coach in La Salle soccer history. 
Football was very competitive with a potent offense. Vernard Abrams was 
selected as MAAC Co- Player of the Year. Billy Rhea was selected as an 
Academic All America.
Our winter sports also fared well. Men’s Swimming finished strongly at the A- 
10 championship. Diane Maiese was selected as Diving Coach of the Year. 
Women's basketball completed its first season under new coach, Tom Lochner, 
with much to be optimistic about for the future. Men's Basketball made us all 
very proud. Coach John Giannini demonstrated tremendous leadership and our 
team played with commitment and resolve. Steve Smith distinguished himself 
with his selection as A-10 Co-Player of the Year and Honorable Mention All 
American.
As of this writing, our spring sports are in full bloom. While we do not know the 
ultimate outcome for these sports, we have already seen that there is reason 
for excitement and optimism.
Which brings us to the Explorer Club. The Explorer Club also had a good year. 
But, most importantly, over the years, it has become a consistent source of 
support for all of our intercollegiate programs. All university athletic programs 
rely on external sources of support. Our Explorer Club leadership, in particular, 
realizes the importance of their work. We are fortunate to have such a dedi­
cated group. A special thanks to members of the Executive Committee and Jim 
Mc Manus, Explorer Club President. Good luck as you approach the Spring 
Fund Drive.
Sincerelv
Dr. Tom Brennan was named the General Robert R. Neyland Outstanding Athletic Director 
by the All-American Football Foundation. He was recognized at the 66th Banquet of
I Champions in January. Other honorees included area sports personalities Bill Lyon of the 
Inquirer, Mark Eckel of the Trenton Times and longtime radio voice Bill Campbell. Brennan 
 is pictured here with members of the La Salle University football team and coaching staff.
Student Athlete
Academic and Athletic Accomplishments
Men’s Cross Country Atlantic 10 All Conference
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year Jenna Darcy, Rachel Papin, Christa
Charles Torpey Plummer, Erin Geiger
Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year NCAA District 2 - All District
Andrew Vernon Jenna Darcy, Rachel Papin
Atlantic 10 All-Conference
Sean Quigley, John Butler, Dan McGrath, Field Hockey
Ryan Fennelly, Timonthy Carroll, Andrew NFHC Highest Team GPA among all Division 1
Vernon, Joseph Dare Field Hockey programs (3.5)
NCAA District 2 All District NFCAA North/South All-Star Team
Ryan Fennelly, Sean Quigley, John Butler Sara Camilli, Colleen Bolger 
Atlantic 10 All-Conference
Football Sara Camilli, Allison Geiger
MAAC Co-Offensive Player of the Year Atlantic 10 Academic All-Conference
Vernard Abrams Allison Geiger, Brandi Reed
CoSIDA All-District II Academic Team Philadelphia City 6 All Philadelphia Team
Billy Rhea Sara Camilli, Colleen Bolger, 
Allison Geiger
Men’s Soccer South Jersey Field Hockey Club College
All-time winningest Coach Player of the Year Colleen Bolger
Pat Farrell (149)
Atlantic 10 Tournament Appearance Women’s Soccer
first time since 1997 Atlantic 10 Tournament Appearance
Atlantic 10 All-Tournament Team first time since 2001
Jeremy Ortiz Atlantic 10 All-Conference
Atlantic 10 All-Conference Kerry Schamberger, Heather Barclay,
Kevin Coleman Jenna Guagenti, Kristen Hextall
Atlantic 10 All-Rookie Team Atlantic 10 All-Rookie Team
Ryan Dougherty, Andrew Perez Jenna Guagenti, Kristen Hextall
NSCAA Mid-Atlantic All Region Atlantic 10 All-Academic
Kevin Coleman Kerry Schamberger
NSCAA All-America All-Tournament Teams (Stony Brook)
Kevin Coleman Jenna Guagenti, Kristin Hextall, 
Heather Barclay
Men’s Basketball
Honorable Mention All-America (AP) Volleyball
Steven Smith All-Tournament Teams
Atlantic 10 Co-Player of the Year Lauren Woods (Rider Invitational)
Steven Smith Lauren Woods (MVP La Salle Invitational)
Atlantic 10 All-Conference (First Team) Amanda Woods (La Salle Invitational)
Steven Smith Lauren Woods (Dartmouth Tournament) 
Stephanie Owen (Seton Hall Classic)
Men’s & Women’s Swimming and Diving Atlantic 10 - All-Academic
Atlantic 10 Diving Coach of the Year Lauren Woods
Diane Maiese
Atlantic 10 Diver of the Year Women’s Basketball
Karo Isajan Atlantic 10 All Conference (Second Team) 
Crista Ricketts
Men’s Indoor Track All Tournament Teams
Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year 
Sean Quigley 
Atlantic 10 All-Conference
Crista Ricketts (Seton Hall Classic)
Women’s Indoor Track
James Jefferson, John Butler, Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year
Sean Quigley, Charles Torpey
Joseph Brancaleone, Keith Burke, Atlantic 10 Performer of the Year
Carman Cavella Jenna Darcy
Atlantic 10 All-Conference Atlantic 10 Student Athlete of the Year
Ryan Moseley Jenna Darcy
Atlantic 10 Academic All-Conference Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year
Daniel McGrath Rachel Papin
Atlantic 10 All Conference
Women’s Cross Country Jenna Darcy, Melissa Mastrangelo,
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year Danielle Schopf, Jenna Kipp, Erin Geiger,
Charles Torpey Elisabith Geiger, Adrianna Boyle,
Atlantic 10 Performer of the Year Carolyn Lipovsky
Rachel Papin Atlantic 10 All Conference
Atlantic 10 - Rookie of the Year Irina King
Christa Plummer Atlantic 10 Academic All-Conferene 
Jenna Darcy, Rachel Papin
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In Memoriam...
La Salle University, Philadelphia and the sports community has 
lost one of its finest. Bob Vetrone turned in on Tuesday, March 22nd 
and passed peacfully in his sleep at the age of 79.
Bob was brought on at La Salle as a Sports Information Director 
in 1990 with an emphasis on handling the necessary promotion and 
media work to help Explorer great Lionel Simmons earn the National 
Player of the Year. He achieved that goal and continued to be a mem­
ber of the La Salle University athletic department until his retirement 
in 2003. Although he officially retired from office work Bob remained 
a member of our family until his final days.
Our friend . . .  a Philadelphia Legend. Some called him "Bob" 
others called him "Buck" or "Beefy" to us at La Salle athletics he was 
simply "the best". We will miss you Bob.
Bob was a Philadelphia sports legend who brought to La Salle an 
experienced journalist's knowledge and skills together with an 
incredible sense of humor. He was one of a kind and will be sorely 
missed.
- Jim McManus, Explorer Club President
Bob was not only a father like figure to me, but also became one of 
my best friends during his tenure at La Salle and following his retire­
ment. I will always cherish the memories of our trips together to 
many sporting events.
- Peter D’Orazio, Explorer Club Executive Director
I have been very fortunate to be around and learn directly from the 
best this city has to offer. No one, however, had a greater impact on 
me than Buck. The other guys taught me very absolute and tangible 
things about the business, but Bob taught us all how to deal with 
people. He was a tremendous influence, a huge part of La Salle, and 
will never be forgotten. When Bob Vetrone, Jr. called to tell me the 
sad news he said, 'you were his last boss'. We paused a bit and then 
I corrected him. I was never Bob's boss. We were all his understudies.
- Kale Beers, Director of Athletic Communications, La Salle University
The Final 
Ask Buck
At the La Salle Hall of Athletes luncheon on 
February 12, several people asked Buck what 
information we had about the Philadelphia 
Sports Hall of Fame and if any La Salle people 
had been honored. For those several people and all of you who 
might be interested, here are the facts:
In May, 2002, Inquirer columnist Frank Fitzpatrick wrote that 
Philadelphia had many Halls of Fame but none explicitly pertain­
ing to all sports, all denominations and all eras. It struck a chord 
in the mind of Ken Avallon ‘83 and before you knew it, there was 
a foundation laid for what promises to be one of the most inclu­
sive of any local Hall of Fame.
So, on Feb. 9, 2004, the first class was inducted and, not so sur­
prisingly, La Salle all-time basketball great Tom Gola was in the 
charter class. This year, the team Tom led to the 1954 NCAA 
Championship was inducted on April 8th, as wilt Joe Verdeur, one 
of the country's all-time leading swimmers, and they will join 
some of the city's all-time great athletes, coaches/managers and 
other sports contributors.
You no doubt know all about Gola and his outstanding four-year 
career at La Salle, but how many are aware that Verdeur is con­
sidered one of the United States all-time great swimmers? He 
won a Gold Medal in the 1948 Olympics for his victory in the 200- 
meter breaststroke and had been awarded a Gold in 1944 when 
the Olympics were cancelled because of World War II, but U. S. 
coach Bob Kiphuth presented medals to all the swimmers who 
held world records at the time and that included Verdeur.
His accomplishments went far beyond the Olympics and when it 
came time for La Salle to start a Hall of Athletes, he was voted in 
as a charter member.
If you think there is a La Salle person worthy of being nominat­
ed, in any sport or any official capacity, just e-mail your thoughts 
to http:www.phillyhof.org/nominees or call 215-886-6657.
And speaking of honors, Buck wants to offer belated congratula­
tions to the 2005 inductees into the La Salle Hall of Athletes. The 
four newcomers were Dina Dormer, swimming; Terry Carroll, 
track; Barry Petrachenko, baseball, and Bob Wilkinson, soccer. 
Honored for the second time was Jim Phelan, an Explorer bas­
ketball star from the late '40s and early '50s. He was voted in 
with the 1964 group and this time was voted in again as an 
Honorary Inductee, for his accomplishments in 49 years as head 
coach at Mount St. Mary's in Emmitsburg, Md.
If you think there is someone worthy of consideration for the Hall 
of Athletes, just call the Alumni office at 215-951-1535, and tell 
them Buck sent you.
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COMPLIANCE CORNER
A booster hears that a junior college athlete or an athlete 
enrolled in another four-year institution is unhappy and would 
like to transfer. Can the booster contact the athlete?
A booster may not contact an enrolled student-athlete (or their relatives 
or legal guardians) at another institution for the purpose of encouraging 
transfer to La Salle University and participation in our athletic program. 
The booster may give this information to the appropriate La Salle coach­
ing staff, but our coaches may not contact the athlete (in any way) with­
out proper authorization.
NCAA Bylaw 13.1.1.3-Four-Year College Prospects specifically states " An 
athletics staff member or other representative of the institution's athlet­
ics interests (i.e. booster) shall not make contact with the student-athlete 
of another NCAA or NAIA four-year collegiate institution, directly or indi­
rectly, without first obtaining the written permission of the first institu­
tion's athletics director (or an athletics administrator designated by the 
athletics director) to do so, regardless of who makes the initial contact. If 
permission is not granted, the second institution shall not encourage the 
transfer and the institution shall not provide athletically related financial 
assistance to the student-athlete until the student-athlete has attended 
the second institution for one academic year. If permission is granted to 
contact the student-athlete, all applicable NCAA recruiting rules apply."
In addition, Bylaw 13.1.1.2 Two Year College Prospects-A prospect who 
was not a qualifier as defined in Bylaw 14.02.9.1 and who is enrolled in 
the first year of a two-year college may not be contacted in person on or 
off an institution's campus for recruiting purposes by a member institu­
tion.
If you have additional questions about this topic or any other, please con­
tact Mary Ellen Wydan, Assistant Athletic Director for Compliance & 
Student-Athlete Services at 215.951.1991 or wydan@lasalle.edu
Gift-In-Kind Opportunities
The Athletic Department and Explorers Club are growing steadily 
and we are looking for new partners to support us through our Gift- 
In-Kind program. Individuals or businesses that donate gifts-in- 
kind receive the same benefits as cash donations. Here are some 
examples of gifts-in-kind and trade items that have been donated:
Hotels, Bed and Breakfasts 
Automobiles, Transportation 
Printing, Signage, Photography 
Carpeting, Office Supplies 
Restaurants Certificates, Catering 
Physicians, Dentist, Chiropractors
If you are interested in learning more about how you or your com­
pany can gain valuable exposure through our Gift-In-Kind pro­
gram, please contact Patrick Hughes in the Athletic Advancement 
Office at 215-951-1524
Partnership Opportunities with 
La Salle Athletics
This is a Great Opportunity to Promote Your Business or 
Organization through a Partnership with La Salle Athletics.
Benefits and Opportunities Include:
-S ig n a g e
-R a d io  and Internet Broadcasting Advertising
-P rin t Advertising
-T ick e ts and Hospitality
-Logo Recognition
-W orld Wide Web Recognition
-M ateria l Distribution
If you are interested in learning more about our Corporate Partners 
Program, please contact Patrick Hughes in the Athletic 
Advancement office at 215.951.1524
Educational Programs for 
Coaches, Staff and 
Student-Athletes
Coaches and staff are educated and trained in many 
areas related to their responsibility and their interest 
in promoting the health and welfare of student-ath­
letes. Student-athletes are provided with continuing 
education on a range of issues including sportsman­
ship, ethical conduct and appropriate behavior. This 
approach, while not unique to La Salle University, is 
very strong and purposeful. Almost all schools have 
such programs but we feel ours is particularly strong.
Rules Education (compliance with institutional and 
NCAA regulations)
- Mentors in Violence Prevention/Sexual Awareness
- Drug and Alcohol Education (including drug test­
ing)
~ Sport and Spirituality
- Hazing Education
~ Diversity Awareness Education 
~ Sexual Harassment Training
- Gambling Education 
~ Media Training
~ Sexual Assault/Date Rape
- Leadership Training
~ Sportsmanship and Character Education 
~ Role of Coaches as Teachers and Educators 
~ Lasallian Theme and History of the Christian 
Brothers
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A Me s s a g e  Fro m  Pe t e r  D ’Or a z io ,
As s is t a n t  A t h l e t ic  D ir e c t o r ,
Ex p lo r e r  Club  Ex e c u t iv e  Dir ec t o r
Spring has arrived, which means the 2005 Explorer Club Spring Fund 
Drive is upon us. During the upcoming weeks, the Explorer Club Board 
of Directors will provide the assistance necessary, not only in renewing 
current membership, but also in identifying new members for the 
Explorer Club. We achieved modest success this past year, but it is important to continue 
to grow.
HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW WEBSITE?
The new and improved www.goexplorers.com 
was launched in late 2004. There are several new 
aspects including pictures, polls and newsletter 
sign-ups. Visit the website to sign up for our 
email newsletter so that you can receive all the 
latest sports news on La Salle Athletics.
We are pleased to have Paul Rubincam, Executive Director of the Philadelphia Big Five as 
our guest speaker for the Spring Fund Drive Kick Off Party. In order to continue enhanc­
ing our fund-raising efforts, it is important to identify additional individuals to serve as 
ambassadors for the athletic program. If you are interested in participating in the spring 
fund drive or would like to learn more about being on the Explorer Club Board of 
Directors, please contact me directly at 215-951-1545.
Plans are also underway for the 2005 Autumn Reception and Auction on Saturday, 
September 24. Colleen Keenan and Bill Mullen will be the co-chairpersons for the event. 
If you have an item that you would like to donate for the auction, please contact me 
directly.
Lastly, I would like to thank Jim McManus for staying on for another term as Explorer Club 
President. Jim has been an inspirational leader and he has also been a good friend. 
Under his leadership, the Explorer Club has been able to continue to grow and develop. I 
look forward to working with Jim McManus as he begins his second term as Explorer Club 
President.
Thank you for your continued support of the Explorer Club. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated by La Salle's student-athletes and coaches.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Fund Drive Kick Off Reception 
May 5 - La Salle Art Gallery
Fund Drive Victory Celebration 
June 9 - North Hills Country Club
"Friends of Bill Raftery" Golf Outing 
June 20 - North Hills Country Club
Explorer Club Auction 
S eptember 24 - Tom Gola Arena
For m ore inform ation  reagarding  any of these  
EVENTS PLEASE CONTACT PETER D'ORAZIO
at 215- 951-1545 or do razio @lasalle.edu
